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Trade Act, the extension of non-
discriminatory treatment to the prod-
ucts of Vietnam as provided for in the 
Agreement. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 8, 2001. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–2288. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘OMB Approvals Under the Paperwork 
Reduction Act; Technical Amendment’’ 
(FRL6958–8) received on June 5, 2001; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC–2289. A communication from the Prin-
cipal Deputy Associate Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Methyl Anthranilate; Exemption 
from the Requirement of a Tolerance’’ 
(FRL6780–9) received on June 5, 2001; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC–2290. A communication from the Dep-
uty Chief of the Regulations Division, Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, De-
partment of the Treasury, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Delegation of Authority for Part 70’’ 
(RIN1512–AC19) received on June 5, 2001; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

EC–2291. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulations Division, Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms, Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Volatile Fruit- 
Flavor Concentrate Shipments and Alter-
nation with Other Premises’’ (RIN1512–AB59) 
received on June 5, 2001; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

f 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 
The following petitions and memo-

rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM–91. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the State of Minnesota relative to 
special education costs; to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

RESOLUTION NO. 2 
Whereas, in 1975 the Congress passed Pub-

lic Law Number 94–142, the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, and provided a 
national framework for providing free, ap-
propriate public education to all students re-
gardless of the level or severity of disability; 
and 

Whereas, Congress in its initial passage of 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act declared its intent to fund 40 percent of 
special education costs; and 

Whereas, the federal government’s share of 
funding for special education costs in Min-
nesota has never exceeded 15 percent of total 
special education costs; and 

Whereas, since the passage of the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act, the 
states have been primarily responsible for 
providing funding for special education serv-
ices; and 

Whereas, special education services are 
being provided to all eligible children in the 
state of Minnesota; and 

Whereas, many states, including Min-
nesota, must provide substantial state fund-
ing to fill the gaps left by Congress’s un-
funded promise; and 

Whereas, the recent increases in federal 
funds for schools, including the increases in 
special education funding, have come with 
substantial mandates and limitations on the 
use of funds; and 

Whereas, Congress is now currently debat-
ing the most effective ways to improve edu-
cation among the states; and 

Whereas, the federal government is now es-
timating a surplus of $5,600,000,000,000 over 
the next ten years: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Legislature of the State of 
Minnesota, That Congress should speedily ad-
here to the goal set forth in the Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act and appro-
priate to the states significant, genuine as-
sistance to meet the needs of students with 
disabilities and to relieve schools from the 
necessity of cross-subsidizing special edu-
cation revenue with general education rev-
enue. Be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of State of 
the State of Minnesota is directed to prepare 
copies of this memorial and transmit them 
to the President of the United States, the 
President and Secretary of the Senate, the 
Speaker and Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Minnesota’s Senators and 
Representatives in Congress. 

POM–92. A resolution adopted by the Leg-
islature of the State of Minnesota relative to 
the improvement and rehabilitation of wa-
terways; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

RESOLUTION NO. 4 
Whereas, waterway transportation is the 

most efficient means of transporting bulk 
commodities, transports more tons per gal-
lon of fuel than either rail or truck while 
causing fewer accidents, less noise pollution, 
and fewer fatalities and traffic delays, pro-
vides a positive quality of life to the citizens 
of Minnesota, and is the most environ-
mentally sound mode of transportation 
available; and 

Whereas, because of its geographic loca-
tion, Minnesota is disadvantaged by the dis-
tance commodities must travel when trans-
ported between Minnesota and domestic and 
international markets; and 

Whereas, farm products, petroleum, coal, 
aggregates, fertilizer, salt, iron ore, metal 
products, and other bulk commodities need-
ed by agriculture, industry, and the public 
sector are essential components of commerce 
and vital to the continued health of our na-
tional, local, and state economies; and 

Whereas, the inland waterway lock and 
dam system provides recreational and eco- 
tourism opportunities to Minnesota, a reli-
able water source of 25 billion gallons per 
year for residential and industrial use in the 
Twin Cities area, and a cooling source for 
power plants which provide over 4,800 Min-
nesota jobs; and 

Whereas, our transportation infrastructure 
enables agricultural products and other ex-
ported commodities to compete successfully 
in international markets and leads toward a 
favorable balance of trade for our national 
economy; and 

Whereas, our waterway transportation in-
frastructure shares the public waters with 
the natural environment; and 

Whereas, the natural environment provides 
public benefits such as recreation, tourism, 
domestic and industrial water supply, and 
scientific and educational opportunities 
which are also important elements to Min-
nesota’s economy; and 

Whereas, the Upper Mississippi River is a 
natural resource of statewide, regional, na-

tional, and international importance due to 
its status as one of the largest floodplain 
areas in the world, its importance as a mi-
gratory corridor for 40 percent of all North 
American Waterfowl and the sanctuary it 
provides to more than 200 species of threat-
ened, endangered, or rare plants and ani-
mals; and 

Whereas, the Great Lakes Seaway serves 
Minnesota by moving its bulk products to 
domestic and foreign destinations, amount-
ing to over 65 million tons annually, includ-
ing 43 million tons of Minnesota iron ore to 
steel mills in Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, although dredging and mainte-
nance of the seaway system is financed by 
the users, financing of the new Sault Ste. 
Marie Lock (owned and operated by United 
States Army Corps of Engineers) will be 
shared by the federal government and the 
eight seaway states on a prorated tonnage 
basis, requiring an estimated $18 million 
from the state to be paid over a 50-year pe-
riod; and 

Whereas, the inland waterway system 
moves 17 million tons of bulk commodities 
annually between Minnesota and the eastern 
seaboard and Gulf states, including approxi-
mately 10 million tons of agricultural prod-
ucts exported through gulf ports; and 

Whereas, dredging and maintenance costs 
of the inland waterway are paid out of fed-
eral funds, and financing of capital improve-
ments to the inland waterway system is 50 
percent from federal funds and 50 percent 
from the Inland Waterways Trust Fund, 
funded by a 20 cent per gallon fuel tax paid 
by waterway shippers; and 

Whereas, the river industry has been taxed 
on fuel since 1980, and since the Inland Wa-
terways Trust Fund was instituted in 1986, 
the Upper Mississippi River basin has con-
tributed 40 percent of the funds and received 
only 15 percent return for capital improve-
ments, making the Upper Midwest a tax 
donor region to the Ohio River valley and 
others; and 

Whereas, the Port Development Assistance 
Program is the vehicle to rehabilitate Min-
nesota’s public ports on the Mississippi River 
and Lake Superior; and 

Whereas, this program updates and im-
proves the operation and efficiency of the 
ports to keep them viable and competitive; 
and 

Whereas, the 1996, 1998, and 2000 Minnesota 
legislatures appropriated funds for this pro-
gram, and the 2001 legislature will be re-
quested to appropriate an additional $3 mil-
lion to this program: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Minnesota Legislature 
supports Minnesota’s pro rata participation 
in financing new construction at the Sault 
Ste. Marie Lock. Be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature formally 
recognizes the Upper Mississippi River as a 
river of statewide significance for natural, 
navigational, and recreational benefits. Be it 
further 

Resolved, That the Legislature recognizes 
the critical habitat restoration and rehabili-
tation needs on the Upper Mississippi River. 
Be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature recognizes 
the importance of inland waterway transpor-
tation to Minnesota agriculture and to the 
economy of the state, the region, and the na-
tion and urges Congress to authorize funding 
to improve transportation efficiency and re-
store the ecological values of the Upper Mis-
sissippi River System. Be it further 

Resolved, That the Legislature supports the 
continued funding of the Port Development 
Assistance Program in recognition of the es-
sential and fundamental contribution the 
Great Lakes and inland waterway transpor-
tation systems make to Minnesota’s econ-
omy and to sustainable environmental pro-
grams. Be it further 
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